Rules Revisions 2005

FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

7:4 
All protests and claims shall be dealt with according to the Procedure for Handling Discipline.


(DELETE) 7:5 thru 7:10

Procedure for Handling Discipline, Section Four

2.4 Appropriate penalties in the event of a protest or claim under League Rule 7 being upheld are any, or all, of: 

Fine

Deduction of points 

Award of points to non-offending team

Replay of game 
The existing Rule 7 is flawed in that the original hearing is in front of the EC, from whom the Appeals committee is drawn. This means that they cannot hear any appeal properly, as they have been part of the original hearing. This change will oblige the EC to refer such cases to the GP&D committee, thus retaining the integrity of the Appeals committee. The amendments to the Procedure for Handling Discipline are necessary in order to allow appropriate actions to be taken (replay of game etc) in the light of any protest being upheld.
FROM MUGGINTON CC – NOT SUPPORTED by the EC

10:3:1:1
We propose that for Divisions 6 and 7 that the game duration should be reduced to 80 overs (40 per side) with a maximum of 10 overs per bowler.


We have seen a trend over recent years of games getting longer with people leaving the house at 12.30 for a 2 pm start and many games ending as late as 8.30pm making it after 9 when you leave the ground. This has resulted in many younger players dropping out of cricket as 'going out ' on Saturday night is a major part of modern life and many older players stopping also as 46 overs is just too long to be in the field. In addition as many teams in divisions 6 and 7 have 12/13/14 year olds playing, going from 20 overs to 46 overs especially in the heat of the afternoon is too great a step. We believe this will be of benefit to cricket in general as it keeps people playing longer, gives younger players a more structured step up to senior cricket and the 10 overs maximum gets more people involved in the game which is how it should be in the lower leagues.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

10:7:9 
The official form on which the balls are ordered must be completed and returned to the LEAGUE SECRETARY by December 31st. Clubs failing to comply will incur an automatic fine of £20.00.

In order that the League can make the ball order in a timely fashion, it is important that all clubs respond by the deadline on the form. An increasing number have been failing to do so, and we feel that it is only right that these clubs should be subject to some form of penalty.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

10:10:1:1 No bowler shall bowl more than 30% of the total scheduled overs for the innings, rounded to the nearest whole over (see table below). 

10:10:1:2 In the event of the team batting first being bowled out, the number of overs available to each bowler in the second innings shall be the same as that at the start of the first innings. 

10:10:1:3 In the event of the team batting first declaring its innings closed in a game NOT subject to rule 10:3:3:4-5, the number of overs available to each bowler shall be calculated from the table below, based on the number of overs to be bowled in the second innings. 

10:10:1:4 In the event of the team batting first declaring its innings closed under rules 10:3:3:4-5, the number of overs available to each bowler in the second innings shall be the same as that at the start of the first innings. 

These amendments are intended to clarify the situation regarding allocation of bowlers’ overs. Clause 4 removes an anomaly whereby, in a time game, the bowlers of the team bowling second could have been entitled to fewer overs than those of the team bowling first.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

11:4:4 
Players thus registered are not eligible to play in (DELETE) the Ripley & Heanor News Wright Cup, Harwood Cup, Harry Lund Trophy or in their clubs second, third or fourth XI.

It seems strange that a club in a lower division can have an overseas player and he can play in every league match, but that he cannot play in Cup matches for them. The restriction on him playing in lower teams is, however, entirely reasonable. 
FROM ALVASTON & BOULTON CC – NOT SUPPORTED by the EC

11:4:8 
Professionals and overseas players are eligible to play in Divisions 1 and 2 only. 

We feel that overseas players playing below Division 2 can have too great an influence on games played at this level and as many teams in Divisions 3 and below are not allowed overseas players this often distorts games which would be more evenly contested without their inclusion. 
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

11:4:9 
Club members who have been registered with the DCCL for a minimum of 3 years who become contracted to a First Class County may retain their DCCL amateur status for the first season of their First Class contract. 

This is merely the addition of the final word, which had erroneously been omitted from the text last year. 
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

11:6:x:2 
No player, junior or senior, will be eligible to play for a club’s (xth) XI after the second Saturday in August if he has previously played a total of 10 or more matches in any division(s) higher than the club's (xth) XI during the current season on or before that date, and he has not played in the same or a lower division than the (xth) XI on or prior to the second Saturday in August.

These amendments remove an anomaly that existed within the current rule that left the status of a player who played his first game for a lower team on the second Saturday in August uncertain. The amendment allows the player to play on that day without penalty, and then allows him to play further games in the lower team.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

11:6:2:5 
No junior player will be eligible to play in a 2nd XI match when his club’s 1st XI have no scheduled match, if he has played in any division(s) higher than the club’s 2nd XI in the previous 45 days, and has not played in the same or a lower division than the club’s 2nd XI in the previous 45 days, save that if the only match he has played in the previous 45 days was in a higher division he shall be eligible. For the purposes of this rule, appearances made as an ‘exemption’ player under rules 11:6:2:6, 11:6:3:6 or 11:6:4:6 shall NOT count as appearances in the same or a lower division.
11:6:2:6 
Exemption: Either one senior player only who exceeds the limit defined in rule 11:6:2:4, or one junior player who is ineligible under rule 11:6:2:5, may be included in the 2nd XI when his club’s 1st XI have no scheduled match, provided that not more than one third of the matches in which he has played in the current season have been in a higher division than the clubs 2nd XI, and, for senior players only, he has played at least one match in the previous 45 days in the same or a lower division than the club’s 2nd XI. 

11:6:3:5 
No junior player will be eligible to play in a 3rd XI match when his club’s 1st or 2nd XI have no scheduled match, if he has played in any division(s) higher than the club’s 3rd XI in the previous 45 days, and has not played in the same or a lower division than the club’s 3rd XI in the previous 45 days, save that if the only match he has played in the previous 45 days was in a higher division he shall be eligible. For the purposes of this rule, appearances made as an ‘exemption’ player under rules 11:6:3:6 or 11:6:4:6 shall NOT count as appearances in the same or a lower division.
11:6:3:6 
Exemption: Either one senior player who exceeds the limit defined in rule 11:6:3:4, or one junior player who is ineligible under rule 11:6:3:5, may be included in the 3rd XI, when his club’s 1st or 2nd XI have no scheduled match, provided that not more than one third of the matches in which he has played in the current season have been in a higher division than the club’s 2nd XI.

11:6:4:5 
No junior player will be eligible to play in a 4th XI match when his club’s 1st, 2nd, or 3rd XI have no scheduled match, if he has played in any division(s) higher than the club’s 4th XI in the previous 45 days, and has not played in the same or a lower division than the club’s 4th XI in the previous 45 days, save that if the only match he has played in the previous 45 days was in a higher division he shall be eligible. For the purposes of this rule, appearances made as an ‘exemption’ player under rule 11:6:4:6 shall NOT count as appearances in the same or a lower division.
11:6:4:6 
Exemption: A maximum of two players, either senior who exceed the limit defined in rule 11:6:4:4, or junior ineligible under rule 11:6:4:5, may be included in the 4th XI when the club’s 1st, 2nd, or 3rd XI have no scheduled match, provided that not more than one third of the matches in which each of them has played in the current season have been in a higher division than the club’s 3rd XI. 

The amendments made last year with regard to junior players playing in lower teams when the higher teams have no game have been largely successful, but unduly restrictive in certain circumstances. We therefore propose that the exemption clause for senior players be extended to junior players, but that the limit on exemptions remains the same overall. We recognise, however, that a junior player used as an ‘exemption’ player would then become automatically eligible for that team for the next 45 days under clause 5, and that this could lead to long-term abuse of this exemption, so we are proposing that such appearances be excluded from the calculation for eligibility. In order that the rule is easier to read, we have re-sequenced the two relevant clauses in each section of the rule.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

11:9:3:3 
The official team card, signed by the captain, will be taken as the absolute proof that a player appeared in any given game. Any deliberate falsification on this card will result in disciplinary action being taken under Rule 9.

12:4 
Each club’s official must furnish the LEAGUE FIXTURE SECRETARY/REGISTRAR with a list of his team’s players, stating first and last names, in each match started on the team card provided by the League. 

12:5 
All result forms and team cards to be posted to the LEAGUE FIXTURE SECRETARY/REGISTRAR so as to arrive by the Tuesday following the match. 

12:6 
Clubs failing to fulfill this rule will be fined £2.00 for the first offence, £4.00 for the second offence, £6.00 for the third offence, £8.00 for the fourth offence etc. In addition, if the details supplied on the form or team card are incomplete or incorrect in any way, then the club for which the details are missing or incorrect shall be fined £1.00 for the first offence, £2.00 for the second offence, £3.00 for the third offence, £4.00 for the fourth offence etc. 

12:9 
The home club shall be responsible for the phoning in of results, and for the posting of result forms and team cards.

12:10
In addition, the HOME CLUB shall enter all match details on to their play-cricket website by WEDNESDAY following the match. 

12:11
Clubs failing to fulfill this rule will be fined £2.00 for the first offence, £4.00 for the second offence, £6.00 for the third offence, £8.00 for the fourth offence etc. In addition, if the details supplied on the website are incomplete or incorrect in any way, then the HOME CLUB shall be fined £1.00 for the first offence, £2.00 for the second offence, £3.00 for the third offence, £4.00 for the fourth offence etc. 

These amendments are required in order to incorporate in our rules the use of club play-cricket websites as the means for submission of match details. As our league continues to expand, the administrative load on the Fixture Secretary has now grown to almost intolerable levels. What we are asking is that one person per team spends about 20 minutes roughly once a fortnight to submit the information currently making up the majority of the result form electronically via the Internet. This information will then be available to all clubs and interested parties, giving the club, the league, its clubs and the world a full picture of what is going on across the playing fields of our organization, and enabling us to attract sponsorship and advertising. It will also save the Fixture Secretary around 6 hours a week, and places the onus for the correctness of our records and averages back on the clubs, where it should belong. Full training and ‘user manuals’ are available, as is the experience of all the Premier League clubs and a good number of our clubs who already do this, and the software is free of charge. This is a real opportunity to make a major step-change in our administration, and could lead eventually to an almost paper-less league. Please give this proposal your support.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

N.B. ALL CLUBS ARE REQUESTED TO NOTIFY THE APPROPRIATE LEAGUE CONTACT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE OUTCOME OF THE GAME IS KNOWN.
With the almost universal use of the mobile phone, there now seems no reason to wait until 7pm to phone in results. In fact, particularly in the case of abandoned, cancelled or forfeited games, it is far more preferable that they be communicated immediately, as they tend to get ‘forgotten’ as the day goes on, causing considerable inconvenience to those who give up their Saturday and Sunday nights to collate this information. Phoning in earlier also assists in relieving the ‘log-jam’ of calls later in the evening, assists the Umpires Secretary in re-allocating officials from cancelled games, and helps the Fixture Secretary to complete the website update earlier.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

13:2 
NON-FULFILLMENT OF FIXTURES


13:2:1
Fine for non-fulfillment to be £30.00 in the first instance, £50.00 in the second instance, and £70.00 in the third and subsequent instances, unless the E.C. accepts extenuating circumstances preventing the match being played, plus normal travel expenses to the visitors and umpires if the home club are at fault.

13:2:2
In addition, for each fixture forfeited the team shall incur a penalty of fifteen points, to be deducted from their total in the following season.

13:2:3
In addition, if a team forfeits more than two fixtures during the season, that team’s membership of the League may be terminated at the Complement of League meeting at the discretion of the EC.

These three items are to be voted on separately. The amendment to the existing clause (renumbered as Clause 1) reflects the fact that the current fine for conceding a game is the same as that for failing to return a League form on time, but in fact is far more serious as it affects not only the other club, but all the other teams in the division. There also seems to be a small but increasing number of clubs who view the fixture list as a suggestion as to when they might like to play games, rather than a commitment to be honoured. The increasing level of fines for persistent offenders reflects the determination of the EC to stamp this out by making decisions seemingly taken lightly have a far greater repercussion for the team involved. 

Clause 2, although it may seem draconian, will make sides who persistently concede games, or who do so because it is ‘convenient’, consider their actions in the longer term. Deduction of points during the current season was considered, but it was felt that it would not have the desired effect. Teams who had conceded more than one game were already likely to be in relegation trouble, so it would have little effect on them, and teams who did so at the end of the season when they had no interest in issues at either end of the table were also unlikely to be affected by any penalty. By imposing the penalties for the following season however, it was felt that the effect would be noticeable, and would certainly make those in the second scenario consider their actions more carefully, given that the penalty could affect the outcome of the next season for them. Clause 3 will give the EC the power to deal with persistent offenders, particularly when there are other teams waiting to join the League. It was not felt appropriate to terminate membership immediately a team conceded its third game, as this could have a severe impact on the league table if it were to happen towards the end of the season. Nor was an absolute penalty of termination of membership at the end of the season felt to be right, as there would be no incentive for a team to carry on once it had conceded its third game, leading to the forfeiture of even more matches. Therefore this solution, which gives the option to remove membership after the season has finished, which will hopefully not give rise to the scenarios above. 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

14:1 
Umpires will be allocated by the League and will be paid expenses of £22.00 each (£24.00 in Division 1 and the Silver Link Trophy) on the day of the match. 

14:3 
When only one umpire is in attendance and takes both ends, expenses will be £31.00.

These amendments reflect the increase in the cost of fuel of between 7p and 10p per litre over the course of the 2004 season. 
FROM ELVASTON CC – SUPPORTED by the EC
 

14:11
For teams playing in Divisions 1 and 2, if a team does not provide a scorer for one or both innings of a league or cup match, they shall be deducted 2 league points for each innings a scorer is not provided. 
The reason for the proposed change is that both teams should have a scorer so that scoring responsibility is not left to one person. The actual scoreboard needs to be operated by more than one person, and it alleviates the need for copying scorecards at the end of the game.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

17:1:2 
JUNIOR CRICKET (from 2006 onwards)

17:1:2:1 
No club shall compete in Division 1 unless they run junior sides at two different levels required for ECB Premier League accreditation (including one Under-11 Kwik team) in recognised Leagues. 

17:1:2:2 
No club shall compete in Division 2 unless they run at least one junior side at a level required for ECB Premier League accreditation in a recognised League.
17:1:2:3 
All clubs in Divisions 1 and 2 must submit details of their junior teams, and the leagues in which they are to compete for that season, to the LEAGUE SECRETARY by April 30th each year. Failure to do so will incur an automatic fine of £20.00, and may lead to further disciplinary action.

This amendment is intended to make the transition towards Premier League cricket, which requires junior sides at all three levels necessary for ECB accreditation, as smooth as possible. Currently the requirement is for Division 1 sides to have one junior side only; the step from there to three levels is, we believe, far too great to make in the course of a single winter, and it is thus felt that clubs with aspirations to Premier League cricket should be as well equipped as possible to make that step.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

17:2:2:1 Promotion and relegation shall take place as follows:

	
	
	Promoted
	Relegated
	
	

	
	Division 1 
	2
	2
	
	

	
	Division 2 
	2
	2§
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	§ Relegated teams will return to the leg of the feeder Leagues from which they originated, or in which their lower teams are based.


	
	North
	|
	South

	
	Promoted
	Relegated
	|
	Promoted
	Relegated

	Division 3 
	1
	3§‡
	|
	1
	2§‡

	Division 4 
	1*‡
	2
	|
	1*‡
	2

	Division 5 
	2
	3
	|
	2
	3

	Division 6 
	3
	3†
	|
	3
	3†

	
	
	
	|
	
	

	§ As for Division 2
	§ As for Division 2

	‡ See Rule 17:2:2:3
	‡ See Rule 17:2:2:3

	* Plus the previous year’s champions of the Derbyshire & Cheshire League, and of the Yorkshire and Derbyshire League
	* Plus the previous year’s champions of the Burton & District League

	† 2 most northerly to 7 North, other to 7 Central
	† 2 most southerly to 7 South, other to 7 Central


	
	North
	Central
	South

	
	Promoted
	Relegated
	Promoted
	Relegated
	Promoted
	Relegated

	Division 7 
	2
	
	2¶
	
	2
	

	
	¶ Most northerly to 6 North, other to 6 South
	


This amendment ratifies the permanent decision of the Premier League to allow two teams to be promoted from the official feeder league, which came too late for inclusion in last year’s amendments. The diagram has been redrawn to make clear the paths to be taken through the League.
FROM DERBY CONGS CC - NOT SUPPORTED by the EC

Third place playoff for Division 2 place 

A revision to rule 17.2.2.1 whereby the number of teams relegated from Division 2 be increased to 3 and the number of teams promoted from Divisions 3 be increased to 3 as follows:

· one from each of the two geographical sections;

· the third by means of a play-off (under league rules) between the two teams placed second in each of the geographical sections at the end of the season. 

The team which finishes the league season with the highest number of points will have first choice of ground on which such play-off will be held and the match will take place on the first Sunday after the completion of the league season. In the event of weather intervening to prevent such a match taking place or finishing on the aforementioned date, then the team promoted will be determined in the following order:

a)
that with the highest average number of points from league matches during the season

b) that with the most wins gained during the league season

c) that with the most wins gained from batting first (in games actually played) during the league season

d) by the toss of a coin.

In the event of these two teams having the same number of points then the choice of venue for the play-off match shall be determined in the same order as points a–d above.

In the event of the play-off finishing in a tie, then Rule 25.1 shall apply.

Rule 26 shall apply as regards umpires.

Rule 11 as regards eligibility shall apply to each team as for its last league match of the season.

The reason for the above proposal is to remove the disincentive to the teams in both geographical sections of Division 3, especially the southern section, to have a competitive chance of promotion throughout the season. In any sport for there to be only one promotion place available from a league from the start of the season can quickly become a one-horse race and the season can drift from an early date. The situation is exacerbated currently in Division 3 South with the introduction on a regular basis of strong teams from the Burton League.
FROM SOUTH WINGFIELD CC – NOT SUPPORTED by the EC

17:2:2:3
(ADD) The extra promotion place that may become available as a result of a team failing to meet ground standards, a team folding etc. will be decided by a play off (knock out cup rules) between the second placed teams in the respective North and South divisions, played in the following weekend after the league season finishes. Home advantage will be decided by toss of a coin or at a mutually agreed neutral location.
In a perfect world this rule would not need to be added, but the incidence of teams withdrawing or folding has increased in the last 3 years with even ex Premier League sides withdrawing first elevens and reconsolidating in lower leagues with fewer teams. The background to this proposal is that usually the team with the highest points total who finishes second in the respective North or South league gets automatic promotion in the event of drop outs etc. We feel this is unfair, as it takes no account of the respective standards of the two North and South leagues (we are not suggesting that one is better than the other!!). It would also potentially keep interest in the league season going longer for a team who has no chance of obtaining a superior points total to his north or south counterpart in second place.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

17:3:2 
If for any reason a vacancy should arise above the regional level of divisions, then the extra place at the higher level for the following season shall be filled by the second-placed team from the highest regional level with the most points, subject to rule 17:3:3. Should the teams be level, then rules 17:2:4-7 shall apply. In the event of the divisions not having the same number of teams, then the determining factors shall be based on average rather than absolute values. 

Renumber existing 17:3:2 

This amendment clarifies the action to be taken should a team withdraw from the higher reaches of the League, in order that clubs can be aware of how that vacancy will be filled without having to receive formal notification from the League Secretary every time this happens. It also addresses many of the issues raised by both South Wingfield and Derby Congs, without the need for a play-off that would place extra strain on grounds, players and officials.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

17:4:1 
A club’s lower team(s) may participate in all Divisions up to and including Division 2, except that they must play in a lower Division than their higher team(s). At the EC’s discretion, the latter clause may be relaxed at the lowest tier of the league; however, no team shall be eligible for promotion from the lowest tier while there are higher teams from the same club still in that tier. 

This amendment allows the EC to fill vacancies at the lowest tier with teams from clubs who may already have teams at that level. The EC feels it is preferable to have a full complement of teams, and thus provide all teams with a full fixture list, and also to encourage the growth of cricket at this level, than to deny a team entry because they already have a team at this lowest level. The situation regarding promotion is clarified in order to ensure that no anomalous situation can arise.
FROM DENBY CC – NOT SUPPORTED by the EC

17:4:1 
A club’s lower team(s) may participate in all Divisions up to and including Division 2, except that they must play in a different Division than their higher team(s). 

17:4:2
No club’s lower team(s) may play at a higher level than the club’s higher team(s).

No explanation received from Denby CC.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

23:5 
Any team forfeiting a League Cup match shall automatically be excluded from the following season’s competitions. Any lower teams from that club will also automatically be excluded. Re-admission to the competitions for the subsequent season will be by application under rule 23:4.
The number of Cup matches forfeited over the last few seasons has risen alarmingly. Most of these are at the lower levels, where clubs overstretch their resources by not recognizing the limitations on Sunday availability that now seem part and parcel. But there has also been an increase recently in forfeitures at a higher level, and these we find particularly worrying, as they devalue the competitions for both the remaining clubs and sponsors. We feel therefore that clubs should consider their entry into the League Cups properly, and if they feel that they would be unable to give the competitions the commitment that they require, they should withdraw in line with the appropriate time limits. Failure to do this should attract an appropriate penalty, above and beyond that for forfeiture alone, and exclusion for a season for the team forfeiting is felt to be a reasonable punishment. Unfortunately, should this happen at a level above the lowest team in the club, then it is only right that lower teams should also be excluded, in order that they do not gain any unfair advantage from the availability of players who would normally play in the club’s higher teams.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

28:5 
In the event of a League Cup Final not being completed, the game shall be decided in accordance with Rule 24:10. If insufficient overs have been bowled to allow a decision by this means, then the game shall be completely replayed.
This amendment is aimed at allowing the Cup Finals to be decided ‘on the day’. In an increasingly crowded schedule, it is becoming difficult to allocate ‘slip’ dates for finals, and this change should alleviate this problem. This method has been custom and practice over the last few years anyway, with the agreement of the two captains






