Rules Revisions 2005

FROM THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

7:4 
All protests and claims shall be dealt with according to the Procedure for Handling Discipline.


(DELETE) 7:5 thru 7:10

Procedure for Handling Discipline, Section Four

2.4 Appropriate penalties in the event of a protest or claim under League Rule 7 being upheld are any, or all, of: 

Fine

Deduction of points 

Award of points to non-offending team

Replay of game 
The existing Rule 7 is flawed in that the original hearing is in front of the MC, from whom the Appeals committee is drawn. This means that they cannot hear any appeal properly, as they have been part of the original hearing. This change will oblige the EC to refer such cases to the GP&D committee, thus retaining the integrity of the Appeals committee. The amendments to the Procedure for Handling Discipline are necessary in order to allow appropriate actions to be taken (replay of game etc) in the light of any protest being upheld.
FROM THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

10:3:1:6 
All teams shall bowl their overs at an average rate of 3 and a half minutes per over. 

10:3:1:7 
Umpires shall make due time allowance for one drinks interval per innings if taken, and for unavoidable stoppages caused by injury or other extenuating circumstances. 

10:3:1:8 
The umpires shall deduct one point from the fielding side for each complete 3 and a half minutes over the time allowed for the overs completed for that innings (an unfinished over to count as one over) (see Table 1). Deduction of points shall apply only if the innings extends into the last 60 minutes of the playing time allowed to bowl the scheduled overs for the innings, and if the whole game extends into the last available 60 minutes of scheduled playing time. Once these limits have been reached, the penalty shall apply to the WHOLE innings, not the part of the innings after the limit. The limit will not be reduced in the event of interruptions by weather or bad light AFTER the start of the match. The captain of the relevant team(s) will be advised by the umpires of points deducted at the time of writing the report AND THE UMPIRES’ DECISION WILL BE FINAL. 

OR

10:3:1:6 
All teams shall bowl their overs at an average rate of 18 overs per hour. 

10:3:1:7 
Umpires shall make an allowance of two minutes for each wicket taken in the innings, unless the last wicket taken falls on the last delivery of the innings (whether completed or declared closed), for which no allowance will be made. They shall also make due time allowance for one drinks interval per innings if taken, and for unavoidable stoppages caused by injury or other extenuating circumstances. 

10:3:1:8 
The umpires shall deduct one point from the fielding side for each complete 3 and a half minutes over the time allowed for the overs completed for that innings (an unfinished over to count as one over) (see Table 1). Deduction of points shall apply only if the innings extends into the last 60 minutes of the playing time allowed to bowl the scheduled overs for the innings, and if the whole game extends into the last available 60 minutes of scheduled playing time. Once these limits have been reached, the penalty shall apply to the WHOLE innings, not the part of the innings after the limit. The limit will not be reduced in the event of interruptions by weather or bad light AFTER the start of the match. The captain of the relevant team(s) will be advised by the umpires of points deducted at the time of writing the report AND THE UMPIRES’ DECISION WILL BE FINAL. 

These amendments are intended to alleviate the inconsistencies that currently exist within this rule. It is generally agreed that there are instances where it is clearly unfair that sides are penalized, particularly when a game finishes well before the scheduled time. The basic principle of 17 overs an hour is enshrined in the Premier League requirements though, and the fact that a side has transgressed must remain as a punishable offence. However, after discussions with ECB, we are prepared to put before the clubs two options that are largely similar, but differ slightly in the application of the rate principle. Both add the clause which extends the cutoff to the last hour of the game as well as the last hour of the innings, which should protect the side bowling first that over-runs but then knocks off the runs quickly. The first option adds only this and keeps the rate fixed at 17 overs an hour, with all allowances at the umpires’ discretion. The second increases the rate to 18 an hour, but gives a fixed allowance for each wicket taken, apart from any wicket that finishes the innings. This again covers the circumstance previously outlined, and allows for teams continuing with their quicker bowlers while they are on top and taking wickets.
FROM THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

10:12:1:1 No bowler shall bowl more than 30% of the total scheduled overs for the innings, rounded to the nearest whole over (see table below). 

10:12:1:2 In the event of the team batting first being bowled out, the number of overs available to each bowler in the second innings shall be the same as that at the start of the first innings. 

10:12:1:3 In the event of the team batting first declaring its innings closed in a game NOT subject to rule 10:3:3:4-5, the number of overs available to each bowler shall be calculated from the table below, based on the number of overs to be bowled in the second innings. 

10:12:1:4 In the event of the team batting first declaring its innings closed under rules 10:3:3:4-5, the number of overs available to each bowler in the second innings shall be the same as that at the start of the first innings. 

These amendments are intended to clarify the situation regarding allocation of bowlers’ overs. Clause 4 removes an anomaly whereby, in a time game, the bowlers of the team bowling second could have been entitled to fewer overs than those of the team bowling first.
FROM THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

12:4 
Each club’s official must furnish the LEAGUE FIXTURE SECRETARY/REGISTRAR with a list of his team’s players, stating first and last names, in each match started on the team card provided by the League. 

12:9 
The home club will be responsible for the phoning in of results, and for the posting of result forms and team cards.

12:10
In addition, the HOME CLUB shall enter all match details on to their play-cricket website by WEDNESDAY following the match. 

These amendments are required in order to incorporate in our rules the use of club play-cricket websites as the means for submission of match details, in the light of this year’s trial period. 
FROM THE ACU&S DERBYSHIRE BRANCH 
14:1 
Umpires will be allocated by the League and will be paid expenses of £30.00 each on the day of the match. 

14:3 
When only one umpire is in attendance and takes both ends, expenses will be £40.00.

These amendments reflect the increase in the cost of fuel of between 7p and 10p per litre over the course of the 2004 season. 
